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nental expansion of Islam in the West, to reconstitute Europe
upon new foundations.
It was on France that the future depended. But France, as she
appeared at this moment, was very different from the France of
the Merovingians. Her centre of gravity was no longer inside
"Romania." It had shifted towards the Germanic North, and with
this new France there appeared, for the first time, a political force
which ceased to gravitate toward the Mediterranean, where Islam
was predominant. With the Carolingians Europe finally assumed
a new orientation. Until their advent Europe had continued to
live the life of antiquity. But all the traditional conditions were
overthrown by Islam. The Carolingians were to find themselves
in a situation which was not of their making, but having found it
they exploited it in such away as to open up a new epoch. The
part which they played is only to be explained by the change of
equilibrium imposed on the world by Islam. The coup d'ltat by
which they replaced the Merovingian dynasty, the only dynasty
which had subsisted since the invasions, was itself very largely
explained by the closing of the Mediterranean by the Saracens.
This will become obvious if we study the Merovingian decadence
without prejudice. If it has not been sufficiently realized, this is
because the Prankish period has always been regarded as a whole,
in which the Carolingians appeared, so to speak, as the continua-
tion of the Merovingians; and it has been held that this continuity
was manifest in the laws and the institutions of the age as well as
in its economy and social organization. As a matter of fact, there
was an essential difference between the Merovingian epoch and
the Carolingian period. To begin with, the European situations
with which they were respectively confronted offer a complete
contrast. Fustel de Coulanges has very truly said: "If we consider
the one hundred and fifty years that follow the death of Clovis
... we shall realize that the people did not greatly differ from
what they had been in the last century of the Empire. But if, on
• the other hand, we transport ourselves to the 8th and the 9th
centuries, we shall see that society, under externals which wer£

